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Annex B - Collection of Plastic Bags and Wrapping: options 

for containerisation 

 Simpler Recycling requires us to collect an extended range of plastics by end of March 2027  

 This includes a complex mix of materials. WRAP therefore used focus groups to name this 

material in a way that would be recognised by most people. 

 This name is: Plastic Bags and Wrapping (initially plastic bags and soft plastic wrapping, 

but appears to have been recently shortened) 

 Trials have been conducted under the FlexCollect project (back when we were calling the 

material group – Flexible Plastics) 

 Cheltenham Borough Council and South Gloucestershire Council have been involved in 

these trials 

 North Somerset Council is the first in England to roll services out council wide, and describe 

plastic bags and (soft plastic) wrapping as: 
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North Somerset Council 

North Somerset requires residents to self-supply bags for the plastic bags and wrapping service. 

Residents use carrier bags, small bin liners, or bread bags. These are presented tied and are placed 

in a recycling box alongside glass bottles and jars. 

 

FlexCollect Project 

This report and the following extracts have been used to inform this review: 
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Recommended communications: 
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Summary of Options 

CONTAINMENT CDC Supply Sacks Residents Self Supply Sacks 

(assumes 35% participation) 

Cost to Council/ 

Taxpayers 
£120k Own/ pre-purchased carrier bags: 

£0 

Self-funded liners: £65,520 

Potential Wastage £78k  

(assumes 35% participation) 

£0 

Supply Chain Requirement to source a bulk 

order of sacks, likely from global 

sources, at a time of peak 

demand, and potential disruption 

to global supply chains (Iran War) 

Sourced from residents own stock 

(pre-purchased carrier bags or 

bread bags) or bought from wide 

range of options available at 

supermarkets 

Alignment with Other 

Materials 
CDC do not provide single use 

sacks for recycling for other 

materials 

Residents provide sacks/ liners for 

recycling, textiles, WEEE and 

batteries 

Ability to Change 

Decision Later 
If we start by issuing sacks it is 

more difficult to turn off later 

If we start with not issuing sacks, 

it is easier to start to issue them 

later if we want to 

Yield of Material FlexCollect indicates increased 

participation and capture of 

materials 

FlexCollect indicates reduced 

participation and capture of 

materials 

Potential for 

Contamination 
FlexCollect indicates that there is 

less contamination with council 

issued sacks. This can be 

mitigated with a comms 

campaign 

Indicated that contamination may 

be higher where residents self-

supply sacks 

 


